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HOW A HUSBAND WAS TAUGHT NOT TO JUMP AT CONCLUSIONS

10

A TELLTALE F
NBTILLB sad bta

lived OM happy yes
life They

little differences of

little corners bad to be smsethsd off

Both were somewhat Impulsive sensi

tlve and uulektesapered bat the
magic of love combined with

sense had helped MM aad he WIN la
rroanlngly tteaktal that he ted met

and wooed aad worn her while she was

proud of br strong manly husband

who for her sake ted altered M

much of Itta except tor a rare

visit to his eM club er eaee or twice

playing in Ms old football toast ted
settled down t home U ted all Jail

happiness la it sad the ocl ty ef Ms

bright young wMe

They ted known little of each ether

before marrlaaa He ted net her at
some friends with whom she Hay-

ing in Loadea H ted beard Mow trio

after enjoying the eomferta ef easy

circumstances and after she had teed

finished her college course ted bees

thrown on the world te seek a liveli-

hood on the deatk ef her latHe
when It wrap found that ke was ao deep-

ly Involved that tharo was netbiac left

for his only cblld but a good education
strong will and health

Harry from their first meeting ted
fallen desperately ia love sad bqWUng

a fair position la a city tern ted
persuaded her to abort with him the

comfortable suburban h jwa wtero

they had so happily passed tins first year

o their married life
And then suddenly without

Came the rude check sad tile dark
cloud and storm

On Thursday moratag walje break
fasting sostewtet hurriedly for fee had
been speadlag the preview eveatag with

old friends and ted
late Harry said

I am vary to play truant ae each

day and
ARaln thte evening after that I will
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Why you gadabout she answered
Where are you ping tonight

Well he replied Jim Thornton aa
old friend of mine to going abroad to a
good appointment te tea secured sad
ease round to the oat yesterday to
ask me to dine with him and some otter
fellows at The Holbera tonight I de
not think I will be very late but as I
am ratter busy sad do set wteh to lose
Ute early I thtak I will take with
m what I want sad change there Put
up my things Gear sad I will make up

for leaving you se much by Wag extra
good Sea know where I am most happy

but I cannot break 0 all eld friendships

Tow devote tee much tine to-

me sow sad I sometimes fear lest you

should tire of se much womans soatety

I love te bats yeu with a bet I
want you still to mix with uses It
moat be better for you sometimes

She ran off aad soon calM back with
a small bag containing what te required
bade Ida a warm goodby and te went
off aa happy a as entered the city
that day

By one of those straage dam which
UBimportaot as they say at

pregaaat with vast issues
te found it necessary during the day to
make an appointment for late ia the
atteraooa which brought him very sear
home and so te altered bike plea of

dressing at the office and resolved 6 give

his wife a pleasant surnclae aprad Hg-

aa hour at home and gofsg thence toj

keep his evening engagement
He let blmeeit a smile as tej

Ute hall found ter Ia the little room

opposite tile dining room which they
used as library smoking witting sad
reading roeaf ia fact a snag little place
where rigid order was not enforced and

whet either together or separately
they ted passed many contended hours

Coning In suddenly upon her she
started sad as te thought wttk a took
ef wove disappointment said

told me you were not coming

till late
I Ro west over to her tad kiss id her
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Ton
ho

whea he noticed a letter which after
writing she ted apparently let fall to
the Poor by the writing table

Stooping to pick it up he said leech
log

Going to resign sad looking for an-

other place
SIte colored sad hastily made for the

letter saying
Oh it is esly a apetlt letter which I

rewrote this morning I meant to have
torn It up

But he ted already picked It up and

without any intently of rending K had
caught sight of its first words sad sud-

denly grew stern
Give It to me she cried as te hell

It front her with en tend while with
the other he pushed her almost ninety
away Them glancing at the letter he
uttered aa oath thrust her down into a
chair and exclaimed

You falsehearted Jeaeael
Harry bow dnre yen Whet de you

moan

SHescel te nmo presstag Us tend
heavily on
and she for the moment ter rtaed re-

mained quiet white te read the letter
which ran

My dearest George I cannot tell you
how I felt since after three years we
so unexpectedly yeaUiday and I
feel how great a wrote I did you

you without knowledge f my
mdvenents sad to soppoee I was ia-

dlffweat But after yesterdays meeting
when you put your arm round mo with
the old sad forgave my folly
all the feeling tea come back or
ratter revived Jfer JrtaWjr ft a vr left
ay heart which Haeif ant toyvu
so freely ia the dear old days and I
love you still wore sines you tell me
you have saver loved me less tuB then

But I cannot write all I want to say
aad am tending this rather that we may

take advantage nf grand opportunity
which tea unexpectedly pitisauBaf itself
for as to have nn hour or two quite
alone

My hnabad this meratng told me of
an engagement which keep Ida m town
till late probably 11 oclock tonight so
you may contrive to some to me about
7 oclock what v pity you are engaged
all day

Our interview yesterday was all too

short I am isaglag to bate ye with
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THE SEABOROUOH MYSTERY
c

nilmy ienik FJosater-
1bd itHBtottMiBt flMaamOry of

ttese worM dame te Richard
Filby as te sat en the duffs a mile away
from the little village of Seaboreugh
painting or ratter attempting to paint
What a fool te ted been He ted

disgracefully with the lnateepers-
d iu hter Ftosato who ted mnelagly
taken all his attentions la earaeat

young won CH up la Lands to whom

lie was engaged Last eranteg they ted
walked out together as usual w

their way along the slier and there
the declaration ef k v recorded above

had been made Haw en earth was te
to get out oC this imbro a

After a few mlautea Fllky dropped

palette and Ambitious as te
was to be famous te really could not
paint thU maniac He slipped oil his
camp stool and throwing himself full
length on tbi grass up reflectively
into the sky What a nuisance this ar
tistic temperament was He was finally
betrothed to Freda Withers at Forest
2II1I

mantle little spot the temptation to en-

joy himself with Ftosato Barnett who
had attracted him the very first

too strong to te resisted It was aa
entanglement but hew great the

cost He had eome down to work and
hr had bees phJJaadertam instead And
pow the last day Mat one of V
had come What follteB wore eomni-
tlcl In the same of socalled love

Nice day
Filby looked up It w s the

on his round
Yes Rather warm for working

though and for I should
imagine

Oh I mind that air Ibid to
It you see Thats a grand att of eltt

patting sir
If I could only get It rigid It would

tr
ft coastguard awsai his tead-

rtroking his chin his eyas Irttag
points of tbe ptetuMi

Ab 1 wind that spst U There
v is a suicide from there shoot ft year
i u A ohup was the SOB of a
JIRJIT round here as wVs gone ea a

that e couldnt get Jumped rt M
there Cato tbe sea

f j on the cliff hed-
f r he Jtnt d but Ma

we searched alga and Jew
u It was a sad eau

v i lidnt know iaats Hke that
iirrd in this part
S im Uinp8 sir
iiKB for love an-

vi li i must b
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Thank ye tig Taafa teal
Good morning
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The notion presented dlmculttes at IrK
bet one by ae te saw kin way out of
them What a lueky tJia3 1ili ted
that conversation with the coastguard
The moans of relief from all his trou-
bles was at tend

That sight an unusual thing occurred-
at the Seabereugk Ian Unseen by any-
one a man stole out at midnight bold-
Ing some dark objects under his
sad made straight for the edge of the
cUts Not a soul was about only the
distant sighing of tINt waves broke the
stillness Hour after hour paaasd by
yet the man did sot return tat tile
wind rose the sighing of the sea be-

came a tumultuous roar sad by the
time the light broke a regular tempest
was la progress

Two hours prier to that mysterious
midnight flight Flossie Barnett sat ia her
bedroom her usually afitlUas lass most
seriously set A letter en foreign note-
paper and bearing tile Cape Tows

was in her tends and she bad com-
mitted the contents to memory for about
the tenth time It was from her noldter
lover Jack Prestos written a couple of
days before te was to embark on the
transport for Kagiaad Ia a very short

with the plainly stated object of
claiming her as his bride

Now Flossie was In a quandary Her
little flirtation with their visitor Mr-

Filby had takes a far ore serious turn
than ate ted anticipated Sue ted mere-
ly Intended to amuse herself with him
during the absence of her real lover sad
surely a girt left by herself for two
whole yeses ted liberty to seek some
mild amusement On a higher social her
ei that herself te had treated her as an
equal and that ted rather turned her

a halo of romance en-

circled his ample locks be was aa ar-
tist in a few short years te would

A after ate same and have Ute free
right of hanging mediocre pictures on the

walls la a confidential
filly ted drawn for her this vision

ef tile future of nonce omitting any
to mediocrity

Yes the stair ted gone much further
than rtosste lataaded As a matter of1
tact she was eajeyiag herself so hugely
that she ted not the stisagth of win to
draw back before the mischief was
done Last night she had bees draws
late a horrible lie She had told him that
ate tend hiss while all the time her
heart was with her old lover abroad And
tide naming ted brought a letter from
him a letter whose every line sat In

recalled Mr Fllbys manner and
at the previous evening How

dreadfully steam te had looked aad yet
haw finely sYm 14 otiistn
ly made a wpleadtd conquest and If lab
heart was was but to te broken after-
ward still her achievement pro
vide toed Cor her vanity for years

Leaving that aide of tile question
however Flossie turned to the consider-
ation of the more practical matter
what was to te saw Mr Filby
must as informed and that nIT at
Jack existence but law could
the be most delicately con
veyed A personal Interview would be

satisfactory but Floosie shrank
from cutting a poor figure at that What
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would be the gentlest way of lettl
this artist lover down

Mr JOlay was Mtu
lug to town on
London address aai would write there
a letter which would reach him soon
after his arrival explaining aa
best she might her previous coemmlt
meat to another It was aa easy
capital solution of the dlmculty

The plan was ao wooer settled than
put late effect Flossie took from a
drawer paper and pen and after a little
cogitation fashioned the epistle
read It through approved sealed aa
stamped the envelope She
out and post it herself the first
tIM morning

mind at sane Flossie got tain hod
and was seen asleep Had she only re-
gained s little she waif
have heard tile stairs creak under pass-
ing footsteps and the old tan door
squeak M It wee using stealthily closed

Directly ate was ap next morning
Find weat out sad posted her letter
A blustering pie was raging and the
wind lashed fiercely la her face but her
mission was far too important to admit
of deter On returning to the inn
ran in tIM pssaage late the arms of Ben
the harass

Ok mica I wee teelilug for ev-

erywhere Theres someone in tile
as wants to see yea particlar
Who
A sailor mat I ahoald reckon by bta

rigout He seems most excited
Wondering who her visitor could be at

this early hour Flossie turned Ute tea
die of the parlor door A mss whom
she recognised as one of the local coast
guards rove and touched bis forehead

Beg pardon for disturbing you so
early miss but Ive some very bad
news Theres been Im afraid another
case of suicide from tIM Seaboroagh
cliff

queried Flossie turning pale
A gent as Ive had one or two chats

with of late I tfoat know his asses
last te was stopping te told aw One
of those painter chaps

Mr Filby You cant 1C You
mistaken A wild loop came

late tte girls eyes
Dont think I am Perhaps you roc
las these articles

Going to the back of the chair upon
which te ted been sitting tile man

objects from the ground
waist

of a rather pronounced check Startled
recognition stood in Flossies face

Ah I see you know them miss
Theyre the very clothe a little stained
with paint you see ttet that artist fel-

low was wearing yesterday But
not alt When I found those oa tile
cliff I turned them over and there
planed to the Inside pocket was this
envelope Im not much of a scholar
but I think its addressed to you miss

Flossie took the note with trembling
lagers aad finding herself usable to

any longer subsided into a chair
She guessed the contents Mad
love for lee Dick Pithy must hare eon
muted suicide At she got the en-

velope open and the few brief lines
wltma confirmed her worst tiara

Dearest It ran Forgive
me the step 1 have me t
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me to lay my bead on you in the
way and tell you all my thoughts
show you that you bold the same
ever la the hearts or your loving

ITTY

Per a moment after reading this be
remained sliest then turning with
exareaaiea ef terrible sternness to

wife he saW
Do you say that this was rewritten

and posted
Yes I eM she aaawersd sad

dare you speak to me like title I Can

I like I suppose I am net slave
for every act te you

Not noticing her lest words he de
nMadadi

Will this appointment be
Yes it will and I shall de lust as 1

please in the matter was her angry
reply

You bmiK face Tell me at OMQ tte
surname and address said b-

Ftilew FMtow she exclaimed
searafully tbcR suddenly stopping she
looked fixedly at him for a moment aa
though deciding what course te take A

resolute expression came to her eyas
and angrily stamping her toot she said

i to know for
yourself Take your tend away unless
you are reward enough to strike me I
might ted you spates differently bv
spared you a part of the paia you
feel now flat you pas do your worst
and I will see that you and you only
shall suffer He released her lid she
row and was about to leave the room
when te Interposed and controlling Mat
self by a effort spoke agate

You fro utterly shameless reel
Lave been It I am not coward enough

as call tt to strike you be sure
of tbta the cad to whom youj Utter

addressed shill take the
for both and will be ta no cendtttoH to
receiv er respond to your braata non

To thte she responded with a carl of
the lip and a scornful hough whisk only

But he said notHfag
farther only took her firmly by the arm
and led her late tile dining room placed
her at the cad farthest from the doer
pushed the table te tb same end oi tte
room la front of list She nude no re-

sistance nod did soot speak
tag herself with looking angrily at kin

the sly sue We loved one aaatter
too paastoMtety to b happy apart for
a single moment sad there was a life
between that would always have ivtded
us I cannot expiate hut dearest I
could never bare lived without you so-

teve chased what th ss Je ttta-
pMaaaaUat method W uaparttajg
Mxisteaee Treasure the lovely time we
had together Your brokenhearted

DICK
I should like you to keep the one

painting I did at Soahareugh aa a
visit
not It through twice and at

last the seaas began te beat la upon her
brain Bbe had driven tte man who
used her a watery aJArfe-

r
That same afteraoen Richard Filby In

the flesh arrived at his lodgings la West
Kensington He suit not leek like a man
who ted lately undergone a fatal ex-

perience His cheeks were bronxed and
his step was brisk indeed tIM first re-

mark which ate landlady made was
compliment trim oa lets improved appear
aaos-

Filby wet upstairs sad proceeded to
The few articles left at the Inn

to allay suspicion could be replaced at
a very small cost while a breach of
promise ease might beep Ian aad him In
hundreds

He smiled as te thought C Ms clever
aaeeessful ruse w

He pictured tile local coifraahi as
awning terrific importance declining to
give any information whatever fad all
tile inhabItants clustering ta knots and
discussing tbe news

How Filby was not a hard hearted
sad he felt just tINt least sorry

as he thought of Ftosato Barnett She
would naturally be stack out for she
lowed him tremendously tet there

a high spirited girl and took life
pretty easily And then of retiree mar-
riage between them had always been
quite Impossible

Dinner was duly served and filly did
the meal ample Justice Over his cigar
be commenced to nod and renumbered
that be had loaf a nights rest He
would go to bed very early tonight

A knock at the door The en-

tered with a letter He looked at tile
envelope and started It bon the Sea
borough postmark It wee from Flossie
Barnett He was thoroughly roused now
Had his trick been discovered

He tore tbe letter open feverishly TIle
date reassured him It was written last
night What en earth ted Flossie to
say

Three minutes later Filby was pacing
the room waving flee letter Irritably in
the air His scheme ted gone for noth-
ing all Ida trouble had boon wasted
Thte chit of a girl ted bees simply play-
Ing with bin affections all the time fwd

was her confession
He twined pen and paper That night

following communication was dropped
into the post

Mr Richard FUby bop to Intone Miss
Flossie Barnett that be to still alive and
well and has returned to town

consideration he did not think Miss
Barnett worth drowning and her let-
ter to band ibis evening confirms hint in
this opinion Mr filly hopes that Miss
Barnett will attain happiness in her
projected union and that his little pie

r Lid a niche on tsar wan

eommeajt Filby to Ms great indi aatton
got tits picture back disfigured almotct be-

yond recognition
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as he sat her down and putting on a
look ef sneering defiance

He rug the bell and as the maid re
sponded went te the room doer to action
the view of mistress and said

A visitor will call shortly about 7

oclock whom you are to skew straight
lao this room

taunt you are to say I am at home Mind
you de exactly as I have told you Tile
girl halt frightened at the stets mood
ef her usually goodtempered matter
withdrew He stepped Into the ban
and returned with a heavy riding whip
an old treasure of his boyhood which

ted seen gives him by a farmer uade
when staring in the country

this on a chair te lookd Ida
watch and sat down

Than she spoke jmasioaately
as though determined to goad Mm

to the very utmost
You seas armed Let ma give

yeu warning You think to BMka me
fa seeing and another totter to

bearing your vengeance Do set be too
sure Strong have met defeat nisei

raising her voice so will you Ia lied
tine half am hour you will be cowed
humbled and as sure as I am here you
shell be thoroughly punished

Such unabashed defiance such absence
of all compunction sad evident deair
that not eoataat with the wrong lie
wed she should hear Mm still further
outraged thte eau unbearable He start-
ed forward and for a moment It seemed
he would strike key Tint her fan
changed and she looked htm straight ta
the eyes with a glance wk4ek wIllie te
looked seemed to disarm Mm and she
said as her voice sssmed far the first
tawe to betray something ef fear

Harry would you strike meT
Hte hand dropped down agate and for

tea minutes te sat buried la sleep
thought It te wonderful how ta the
great ertoes ef life thoughts shape them
aatvas ae rapidly sad present so vividly
In as brief a space of time the ovate

future Aa the vast months were lived
aaata la these brief memento oven te-
hlmsslf was surprised to tithe how his
first anger turned u earning love Aa
the memcYtes came bitch of the tender

bay Just looked taw Ms of sweet ea-
aaartag words aad tender caresses Of

the devoted kindred soul as te ted

her

and to wham H no ao
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NOEL CLAYTONS CHRISTMASI i1

NOL
CLAYTON was tall said

with dear candid WIle

T vMte tends small
Jad aecnuus HsKing as well

kept as ef a woman
lie was thirty and a splash of gray an

either temple a strand or two of white ta
his mustache made Mm look older

He was broadchested and muscular
by all rule he should have Hell a soldier

be looked an man but for
five years he had boss writing short
Stories novelettes and seriate for Ute

It was good sectors work Hta name
was becoming knows for he ted the
happy knack of Meaning pathos with
humor Hs lied traveled wisely said aa
Australian bush Idyll at the beginning of
the week would be followed by a London
society story to be followed again by a
story of rustic Ute ta tie dear West
Country that he bred se well

He lived atone worked and
smoked from morning to night loved
Ms profession and had practically
dropped all his frieada mate and female

when a at of tile not infrequent
blues got Mm by tbe throat threw his
pen Into the grate and ordered up his
landladys children and pandemonium
reigned for aa hour

Sometimes he gave thorn pennies but
not always small cola of the realm ta
sot always available to authors but the
romps were huge and he enjoyed them

Of course there war a woman at Ute
bottom of the tangle of the mans life
sad women complicate things sometimes

ae would have said always
On one particular evening te was

alone and writing whoa Jim
was shown ia and Jim was an old and
tried friend about
lonely selfabsorbed man had sad se
the Incomer sat down and lighted his
pipe and did not bother the author for
quite a quarter of an hour sad then
Noel rose and stretched himself

What Js It this time Noel
Oh tile usual thing tore and can-

didly I am getting so sick of
love stories

Ah you feel like that
Man alive this te Christmas Bve and

and somehow somehow my thoughts
went with a Jump sad I r
bored one Christmas Bve when

Your pipes out Noel
Aye so It Is Well there was one

Christmas Bye
My dear boy are yes worrying about

her still
Yes ad then a teas pause

It te the privilege ef chums to sit
for a spell

Ad all tide happened tour er five
years ago I never heard the rights or
wrongs of tile story

Noel creased Ute room and digging
both tends into Ms pockets looked at
his chum

There to nothing to know After the
tour happy years of married life trouble
came between na ties came between us
and and here I am and its Christmas
Bye Of course our baby was only a
mite a wee blueeyed goldenhaired
mite couldnt walk crawled you know
but wo were awful chums and when she
west and took e r mtte well and the
mans laugh hurt his ewa ears Well
then I took to writing love storl
old chap with a happy ending bishops
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thought which looked through those
soft eyes to meet and mingle with his
own Thea notwithstanding her

and defiant attlture aad tile
terrible disilliwloaraent which ted came

jao far as site wa concerned Ms angst
lost la grief and thoughts v n

lent la ours tar her-

At last he and isolng that te had
but a few probably at dtaP-

OMU said

Kate after TPU leave room to-

night we meet ae mere There are two
courses open te you Oo to your aunt It

ass ia arranged or If you prefer It
take this bouse nd its contests haw
with ytu tape middleaged lady com-
panion My salary shall be equally di-

vided between us seleng as you dye me
ra further reason to alter the arrange-
ment aad ea the express condition that
you never willingly tare agars the tie
perseayou will see here shortly Let me
bava yr uaahas by letter ta the morn
lag and K you to remain here I
shall leave for pond

If at any time you need protection or
any help write to me at the omce and
so far I OM render K jed shall
it Although it has all proved a

and nty earthly heaves a fools
paradise I cannot forget It and for the

of the fair tsm although It turns

You are exceedingly kind she said
flat these are matters we can

oa when you are leas belly and in
a far humbler state of Mia 1 ss most cer-
tainly you will be before this is finished

Her sneering tone again aroused his
fury To feel that she had not only so
deeply Injured him but gloried In the
hope that he would be cowed perhaps
beaten by her unknown lover made him

of a burning desire to strangle
the very life out of the man he hoped
aaaa to have ta Mosrtp

At that msatsat visitors hell rang

Starting up te grasped the ridtagwhla
and throw himself hthind tile deer jaat-
aa it as swung opts lid tile said aa-

i sB neorgta Poetic
And there came Into the room a tall

lovely woman evidently some two or
three
Ida wife pushing back tile table trop

I

i

er-

g

reM
Ilk

It

nut but a you not want a

disco

tit
they heard u it

setterto

una-

bashed

was

minutes

this

and

dude

9i kayo
de-

l dea

take
dress shall

friend

s-

later

eoacleas

sad maid answer

neused

years his Thai whom

¬

¬
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bridesmaids banquets and blessings
and Ms temporary sscltemeiH ted left
ihlns

And it pays Now go old chap i

must get my stuff done for tile
post

Between sick Mae oa every pose
quaint turns
thoughts haunted bibs a dead pest
to him

The girlwife ted been very
very lovable very beautiful aad had

Tore should be a special place ef tor-

ment for the person who deliberately
conies between two people who each
other and smilingly warps two

Pearl Clayton
child a soft emotional weak little
wan and whea Noel returned from a
days holiday te found the house closed
and Pearl and Belay had departed

Noel drifted for a little bit and the
shock unmanned him terribly but his
pea was his zone source of
it had to be plied If body lid soul were
to be kept together
weeks he had te some extent regained
his mental balance and Ma work Im-

proved

The eve of Christmas and the day
appeals to most hearts and on thin

particular eve Noel kept thinking lack
aad thinking back while he wrote

How well be remembered tte extra
timed stocking he induced the i

knit and how bulky It looked and felt
on Christmas morning And then came
school college tad then married Ife

When tile scribbling fit was en him
Pearl used to draw her low wicker chili
close to Ms writingtable knitting or
daintily fingering white material soft
and downy and fluffy for the prospec-
tive wearer and the few remarks she
made seemed to chime ta and Identity
themselves with what te waa
but ef course all this happened five
yeas ago

One odd little trick Pearl ted and
Noel remembered It this evening and

tt
When Ms pea was working extra busily

tips of her fingers
upon his right tead Just where tend
meets wrist She dM not Incommode
him in the least He declared her touch
Inspired him they were suck pink
tipped Lagers and so sad be ted
often written with tile tiny touch oa his
wrist almost unconsciously only

ua from time te time at a sweet oval
face into deep violet eyes love lit

he wrote on a little bit
sorry that Chum had not stayed for af
ter all he only had another bait hours
work before him and then they count
sit and chat and perhaps drown the

ring oat la a few hours
He was Just I

summon his landladys children but ex
cept for himself the house was empty
There was a Christmas lye party going
on sad Mrs Marsh and her progeny
were attending

ted been writing for bait an hour
since Chum ted left Mat and te felt the
old familiar touch on Ms wrist It pas
Imagination of course te dM not even
turn his head sad then te was looking
Into blue eyes in the round goldencurl
ed framed face of a boy of four who

tiJ
Chun went out while lice

turned again to his work

marred two tf
low

WH as lei ItS

and

and few

to

used to lay the

Bat ol this was yean-

S feeling

ol Ute that knew would

tM frame mlmd to

he added

earls

mistraped

of evre miss quaint
spade

sweet

lives
easily a

so
few

income

Is a very

it-

self

wilting

missed

she

small

peep-
ing

team five age

pound bells he

Hof

t-

He

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

I her flew with outstretched anna cry

Ocergc darling I am so glad you
have come Finding you were coming
my husband here instated oa runaas
home Just to watt for an introduction to
my dearest friend and helpful confidante

folly I had se fcs lost sight
Harry this to my dear friend G or

gina Foster or George as I always call
her who usojd to be sister and mother
all in one to me and whom I met yester-
day She has tome to live very near ua-

evening with aw so hurry up and leave
us quickly For I have so much to tell

herHe
came forward dropping the whip

behind him whispering to himself id-

iot fool

te could stammered some common-
places Then

came into heart he turned to-

Ms wife and

of tile old of whom through my

and as know pine to spend the

with the bet

as a great wave of
hill

began

Is

time

e

you Ia

sad grace

glad-

ness

¬

¬

¬

But she turned oa him sharply and

bade him make haste or he would be

late for his engagement adding I have
so much to say to George whom I only

saw for a little while yesterday and to
whom I want to tell all our doings right
up to date

But Kitty aad his eyes pleaded for
compassion

Come Hurry up she said lightly
and a smile but when as sbe push
ed him out of the room her back was to
her friend she answered the appealing
glance be gave her with a look of stern
anger and waving him off closed tile
door upon him

After dressing during which operation
te communed with himself using ex-

pressions which it would have been
but sate for others to use to him

he went out But pausing for a moment

at the door of the drawing room b

heard the merry laughter of two women
who seemed te be enjoying it with in-

finite relish
It took him some time and much per-

suasion next day to obtaia forgiveness
which however was really waiting t
hind tit little stone he had to bear ia
a heart which beat with truest love fur

and which on reviewing the
circumstances found excuse for his mis

Rltt

had

take was not lIIDleastd With him

with

any-

thing

r

hips

na s

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

laughed np at him and a
bud to be kissed

Goodness child where on earth lo
fort come

What is your name
Brie and the child began to make

reparations for climbing a lofty knee
What brought you here Baby Erie

dow did you comer
Noel felt like an Irish member of Par-

liament for ao answer

got fast hold upon him and said
yet with a sweet air of com

Muet
too bnay mister Father

Yea my son
Fraao Id better go to bed
Bat my child my little son who

brought you here Where is your moth
er aad the tall man suddenly releas

firstfcorn paced up and down
Of course Chvra had left the door open

bad told the child to walk
straight ia and tile child had straight
ia

floor now saying thin to the cat and it
that

licks stamps off tatters and loves ba
sad boiled eggs thrust his bands
late his pockets and looked down

eyed at little Sunnyface
Yes ape you ted better come to

There were of course almost
dlmculties in disrobing the

youngster bat he was full of sugges-
tions Buttons tape and heaven knows

were ta turn wrestled with and
at test baby Brie was wrapped up in a
smoking coat and was asleep in a very
few minutes Noel resumed Ms work
peeping from time to time into the bed
room light ta tend to see a sweet

that dimpled and curved He
blamed tile child timidly it might wako
perhaps try but the demeanor of

Brie surprised the lonely man for a
sleepy found its way round his
neck a alec py voice rehearsed tbe fen
chiding sent nee of the evening prayer
an he bear t was God father
and as be from the room his
thoughts fir r hack and back

If Chum vould only come if
would happen to break h

silence a silence oily deft by the si h
of a

The flaaajk waa only at the sad of the
strut

He Mdft laW the ell ring jrs shuff-
ling aft frosty pavements in a h w-

aiimrrrj nad to his work
Half aataajjaalf awake was n

scions at tteathl almost forgotten rev n-

i dream t

sal then e

looked daaaj-
jKaeelUh af of yore beside him bl e

eyes
I have Noel It was alulu

quavering Itttte voice but i

How like ah M to their child
And the the hsJa clashed forth r-

Taatji ea Enrth viii
toward to two hearts they
carried a s

No word
a stoking
heels stood

deeper message still
ken A small figure a
that reached to hU

the door an
eager face t M to either

And husband and wife kissed silently

presented rosy

from and wbowhebrought
IOU

but a wee torn filII of hugs and kisses
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